
Gianni Carofano 

for Mayor of Bedford 

 

 

Prompted by Bernard Jones on behalf of Gianni Carofano,  

both of Bedford and Kempston Conservative Association, 3 Waltham Drive, Elstow, Beds, MK42 9FY. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Email: gianni@gianniformayor.com  

       Website: www.gianniformayor.co.uk 

       Press kit: www.gianniformayor.co.uk/press 

 

Bedford Mayoral candidate, Gianni Carofano, 

publishes borough survey findings 

Over the past six months Gianni Carofano, the Conservative hopeful for Mayor of Bedford Borough 

has been surveying Bedford Borough residents on local issues and concerns. With over 2000 

responses, the biggest concerns from residents include road maintenance, speeding and town 

centre development. 

 

[Bedford, 14/01/2019] -: Gianni Carofano, the Conservative Party candidate campaigning to become the next 

Mayor of Bedford Borough has today published the results of his residents’ survey, having engaged residents 

across the Borough with his campaign so he can tackle the issues important to Bedford Borough. The two 

surveys asked residents for their thoughts on issues ranging from the Saxon Centre in Kempston, to the 

current Mayor’s local plan and were bespoke to every area. His team of volunteers have spent the last 6 

months distributing the surveys across the Bedford Borough area. In total 2116 responses have been 

returned. The results are damning of the current Liberal Democrat Mayor’s impact during his 9-year tenure. 

The results, which are publicly available on Mr Carofano’s website (www.gianniformayor.co.uk/residents-

survey) show a shocking level of dissatisfaction with Mayor Dave Hodgson’s impact over the last nine years, 

particularly with his controversial local plan which once again has had to be scrapped and started over at the 

expense of the taxpayer. Almost 60% of respondents across the borough cited concerns with speeding, with 

this being evenly split between rural and urban responses. Road maintenance was another major issue of 

concern with 57.6% of residents citing a problem.  

The results also show differences across areas. The biggest issue for rural residents was with housing 

development and a lack of infrastructure, this follows the incumbent mayor’s highly controversial plans to put 

huge amounts of housing onto small North Beds villages with little in the way of infrastructure to support them. 

Within Bedford and Kempston the biggest issues were similar but with some notable exceptions. What is 

shocking is that 43.4% of Bedford and Kempston residents are concerned with high levels of crime and anti-

social behaviour compared with 34% Borough-wide. 

Commenting on his findings, Gianni Carofano called the results “clear evidence that the Liberal Democrat 

Mayor has failed Bedford Borough. It is unacceptable to see such high numbers of residents facing issues with 

things that the council should be sorting out. The local plan fails at every level and our town centre has 

suffered from years of degeneration. The Mayor has failed to listen to residents and it is clear that we need a 

new mayor. A mayor who listens to residents from across the whole borough. A mayor who has a strategic 

vision of where Bedford Borough needs to be in the coming years.” 

=END= 

See Annex A for additional information 

https://www.gianniformayor.co.uk/residents-survey
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ANNEX A 

 

Full Results: 

The full results have been published at www.gianniformayor.co.uk/residents-survey and allows people to view 

responses based on areas, electoral wards and in many cases postcodes. NB: The findings have a margin of 

error of 2% 

Issue Category % of residents citing  

an issue or problem 

Speeding 58.05% 

Road Maintenance 57.63% 

Town Centre Development 52.37% 

Housing/Infrastructure 39.75% 

Crime/ASB 33.90% 

Traffic 23.05% 

Parking 19.15% 

Business/Employment 18.73% 

Public Transport 15.08% 

Litter 12.88% 

Greenspaces 9.24% 

Schools 4.75% 

Homelessness 3.47% 

Business Rates/Rents 3.05% 

 

About Gianni: 

Gianni Carofano is the Conservative Mayoral Candidate for Mayor of Bedford Borough in the 2019 Local 

Elections. Born and bred in Bedford, Gianni is married with 4 children and lives in Biddenham. He read law at 

university and after a career as a bank manager at HSBC, he joined the family vehicle repair business as a 

partner and became a Borough Councillor in 2015.  

• Contact email: gianni@gianniformayor.co.uk 

• Facebook: fb.com/gianniformayor 

• Twitter: @gianniformayor  

• Website: www.gianniformayor.co.uk 

Images for editorial use are made available at www.gianniformayor.co.uk/press 
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