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YOUR SURVEY 
RESPONSES IN 

NUMBERS

55.7% 
of urban respondents 

stated that speeding was a 
problem in their area.

49.6% 
of urban respondents said that 

road maintenance is not up 
to standard.

48.3% 
of urban respondents said that 

Bedford Town centre needs 
more development and/or 

modernisation

43.4% 
of urban respondents said that 
they were concerned with high 

levels of crime.

27.9%
of urban respondents cited 

parking as a problem in 
their area.

22.8% 
of urban respondents said that 

they wanted to see more 
support for local 

businesses and jobs

IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE
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WE NEED TO ENSURE THE REVIVAL AND 
SURVIVAL OF BEDFORD TOWN CENTRE

YEARS OF DEGENERATION.

It is no surprise that almost 50% of our 
Bedford and Kempston based survey 
respondents highlighted issues with Midland 
Road and the Town Centre. Years of neglect 
have led to the degeneration of what was 
once a clean, safe and bustling hub for our 
Borough. No one wants to live or work in a 
failing town, and whilst we are not quite at 
that point, we will be if we don’t take action, 
and soon.

CLEAN AND SAFE AGAIN.

One of the biggest concerns we have is that 
town centre residents and visitors to the town 
centre no longer feel safe, especially in 
the evenings, or when walking there from the 
train station. We will never be able to turn 
things around and attract investment into the 
town if we don’t tackle this problem first. It 
just isn’t right that people feel 
intimidated whilst walking along Midland 
Road. Even worse, people who live in the area 
should not feel they have to stay inside 
because they don’t feel safe when they 
wander out of their own front door.

TIME FOR A CHANGE

www.gianniformayor.co.uk

We should have a zero-tolerance policy 
on street drinking, anti-social behaviour and 
littering of any sort. Cosmetically, we need to 
make our shops look enticing, not tired and 
shabby. Our licensing policy should be stricter, 
as should our planning policy. 

In short, we need Bedford to be clean and 
safe again. Only by getting this part right 
first, can we then progress to the next part.

TIMES HAVE CHANGED.

Town centres are changing. With the advent 
of online shopping and out of town retail 
parks, a town centre is no longer the first port 
of call for people who want to shop. In order 
to ensure the revival and survival of 
Bedford Town centre, we need to accept 
that and have the right ideas and vision for 
the future. What has been clear from 
speaking to thousands of residents over the 
past year, is that you actually already 
understand that. You have told us that we 
need more than just shops to make you want 
to visit the Town Centre, but you do want the 
shops that are there to be “decent” shops, 
with more independent retailers, not pound 
shop outlets. You’ve spoken about being able 
to enjoy leisure activities for children and 
teenagers, such as bowling or trampolining. 
And of course, you want to be able to park 
there without being charged the earth.

As a father with a young family, I have to 
say that I completely agree with you and 
have been saying exactly the same as you for 
years.

TIME FOR A CHANGE.

You understand all of that, and I understand 
it…. So why doesn’t the Council, under the 
current administration, understand it as well?

It’s time for a change.

Your local updates 
written by Gianni Carofano



WE NEED A 
NEW MAYOR

MAYOR LATE TO THE 
PARTY…..AGAIN!

There is limited affordable housing for the first time buyer, perhaps with a young family, who is frequently trapped in very 
expensive rented housing, unable to save enough for a deposit to buy. The Borough had the opportunity to develop proposals 
that would help solve this problem. However, the Local Plan 2030 fails at every level. Every important decision has been bottled. 

By dumping large estates into greenfield areas, the Mayor has done nothing to assist those who need affordable housing as 
it forces them to live too far way from possible jobs, or forces them to incur high travel costs. What we should have had, was a 
strategic future plan for Bedford, linking development with a full range of services and employment opportunities, 
providing access to new transport links at the same time, whilst ensuring the organic growth of villages with housing to 
meet all needs. 

This current proposal is a botched attempt which has failed to address the difficult decisions. It will damage Bedford as a 
regional centre, it will place an unacceptable strain on the already overloaded local road network and it will make it harder for 
Bedford to attract or retain younger families. We need a new Mayor. A Mayor who listens to residents from across the whole 
borough. A Mayor who has a strategic vision of where Bedford Borough needs to be in the coming years.

The Mayor has finally joined the Conservative campaign to 
recover the cost of speed cameras……almost three years after we 
and a number of parish councils first highlighted the issue to the 
Government.

However, in typical fashion and just months before an election, he’s trying to claim the credit himself!

On 13 November 2018, he wrote to all Chairs of Parish Councils in Bedford Borough, inviting them to add their signatures to a 
letter to Chris Grayling MP, asking that the revenue generated by average speed cameras be returned to the Council, up to the 
value of the cost of the cameras.

However we were in correspondence with various Ministers as well as with the Transport Select Committee between December 
2015 and January 2017 on this exact same issue. The Mayor was not interested in our campaign at the time, and now he wants 
to start a new campaign, whilst not asking us to be a part of it.

Speeding is a major issue across the borough and needs to be addressed, and the Mayor’s shameless electioneering merely 
highlights his desperation to claim credit for things he hasn’t achieved.

It’s time for new leadership.

Want to receive local updates via email?
Scan the QR code to the right with your phone or go to

www.gianniformayor.co.uk to subscribe to the newsletter.
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My work across Bedford Borough is only possible through the work of my team of volunteers. Many local 
residents are working alongside me towards the goal of bringing positive change to Bedford Borough and any 

help you could offer will go a long way towards realising this change.

Even just delivering leaflets to homes around where you live could save my team hundreds of hours with 
enough volunteers, time we can then use to hold the Liberal Democrat and Labour-led council to account and 

bring a fresh outlook to Bedford Borough.

If you can spare some time to help me out, just email gianni@gianniformayor.co.uk or go to my website at 
www.gianniformayor.co.uk

CONSERVATIVES


